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Who We Are
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Henry Weitzner
Founder / CEO

Jack Kenworthy
Founder / CDO & COO

Paul Williamson
Head of Development, New 
England

Henry founded Walden 
Renewables in 2011 to develop 
and own renewable energy 
projects.  Henry also founded 
WGE, a sister company to focus 
on utility scale wind projects in the 
Northeast that received backing 
from RWE.  Prior to Walden, Henry 
was manager director at Barclays 
Capital where he ran Natural Gas 
and Power trading, managing a 
team of over 30 professionals.  

Before joining Walden Renewables 
Jack was founder and CEO of 
Eolian Renewable Energy, a New 
England based wind development 
company.  Eolian successfully 
developed several wind projects in 
some of the most challenging 
locations and was named a top 5 
startup to watch.  

Paul joins the Walden Team with 5 
years of experience as a Senior 
Development Manager of a diverse 
portfolio of utility scale wind and 
solar projects in New England and 
New York. Previously, Paul was 
the founder of the Maine Ocean 
and Wind Industry Initiative.

Walden Renewables



Project Development Pipeline
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Name Technology Size (MW DC) State Status Expected COD
Potter Solar 45 PA Development 2020

Ridgeway Solar 170 PA Development 2021
Squab Solar 180 PA Development 2022

Sweden Solar 45 ME Development 2021
Leeds Solar 26 ME Development 2021

Madison Solar 26 ME Development 2022
Sanford Solar 26 ME Development 2021

Sanford Landfill Solar 6.5 ME Development 2020
Sanford CGA Solar 6.5 ME Development 2020

Wells Solar 6.5 ME Development 2020
Fryeburg Solar 17 ME Development 2020
Baldwin Solar 6.5 ME Development 2020

Trush Solar 26 NY Development 2022
Williamvsille Solar+Battery 6.5 MA Development 2022

Walden has 583MW of solar under site control and in the interconnection queue, 
across PA, ME, MA and NY.  Walden will double this pipeline over the next 12 months.

Walden Renewables
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• 20 MW AC of renewable solar power connecting to the local grid.

• Developed Area: ~ 140 Acres

• Anticipated Project Duration: 40 years
• Point of interconnection:

• Existing CMP 34.5 kV distribution circuit along Route 219, with extension 
on Route 106

• Interconnection request has been filed, study and interconnection 
agreement in place

• Anticipated Construction Start Q2 2021
• Maine DEP Site Location of Development Act & Natural Resources Protection 

Act – anticipated filing date is mid-August

Leeds Solar Project – Overview



Site Selection – Leeds Solar Project
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• Local Utility Grid Assessment
Electrical engineers evaluate the Maine power grid to identify points where new generation 
is likely to “fit” onto the grid.  This process identifies a good point of interconnection or 
“POI”. The Leeds Solar site is near an interconnection point with existing capacity for 
interconnection.

• GIS-based Siting Analysis/Project Screening
o Key site search criteria favorable for Leeds Solar includes:  

 Proximity to interconnection capacity
 Lack of wetlands, significant wildlife habitats, and other sensitive resources
 Suitable slopes and aspects
 Cleared, partially cleared or harvested lands

• Participating Landowners
Once potential development sites are identified, Walden begins landowner outreach to find 
willing project partners/landowners. The Leeds Solar project has partnered with current 
landowners on a long-term lease agreement for the project. 

• Site Feasibility
o Electrical interconnection is close and offers adequate capacity
o Environmental Effects/Impacts/Permitting are viable, with no undue adverse

impacts anticipated.                                  



Project Location – Leeds Solar Project
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How does Walden design projects to minimize impacts?
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• Site Specific Studies
Walden performed a full suite of required environmental surveys to evaluate the 
presence of regulated natural resources and minimize environmental impacts.

• Wetland and Stream Delineations
• Vernal Pool Habitat Assessment
• Wildlife Habitat Assessments
• Rare Flora Surveys
• Soil Surveys
• Review of historic structures
• Viewshed Analysis

• Agency Consultation
We work with environmental and engineering professionals to assist us in engaging 
with multiple state agencies to identify possible areas of concern.

• Impact Avoidance and Minimization
Walden’s project design has avoided direct impacts to regulated resources within 
the Project area to the greatest extent practicable.

• Implement Best Management Practices
Walden will implement BMPs to ensure environmental protection during 
construction and operations (detailed in a later slide).

Project Site Due Diligence



Leeds Solar: Natural Resources Map



Leeds Solar Site Plan



Leeds Project Highlights:

• Scenery:
• Project design minimizes impacts to scenic resources
• Some visibility from portions of Route 219 to motorists
• Required to meet DEP SLODA standard: no undue adverse 

effect on the scenic quality of the surrounding area
• Strategic use of vegetative screening to ensure this standard 

is met

• Solar Projects are Quiet:
• Transformers within array fields “hum” when the sun is out, no 

sounds at night
• Generally as loud as a normal conversation when standing 

nearby
• Sited within arrays, away from private residences

• Low Environmental Impact:
• Solar projects do not require major earth work for construction 

and fit in with terrain.
• Meadow under panels maintains habitat for a variety of 

wildlife.
• No loss of wetlands due to development.

• Project provides tax base without requiring any additional 
municipal services.
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The project will include the following 
components:
• Single axis trackers mounted on steel 

piles
• PV panels + Battery Storage System
• Inverters and slabs 
• Power poles and lines
• Gravel Roads
• Stormwater management components

Project Components
Mostly above ground



Specific “BMPs” to be implemented
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• Utilization of terrain following racking systems minimizes the need for excessive grading

• Meadow buffer will be maintained under the solar panels and not mowed more than twice per year

• Roadside vegetative buffers and grass underdrain soil filters (or similar BMP) will be used to 
manage stormwater runoff from the project

• Site work will be conducted in small blocks of 10 acres to minimize risk of erosion

• Sediment barriers will be installed around disturbed areas and not removed until site is permanently 
stabilized

• Hay bales will be available onsite to stabilize disturbed soils as work progresses

• All erosion and sediment controls will be inspected prior to and during construction to ensure 
functionality

• MDEP will require hiring a third-party inspector to ensure permit compliance throughout construction

• After construction is completed, the entire site will be permanently stabilized through meadow buffer 
plantings with a conservation seed mix that promotes pollinator species and other wildlife

Best Management Practices
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• The Project will be decommissioned at the end of its useful life or expiration/ 
termination of the lease agreement, whichever is earlier.

• Requirement of MDEP permit
• Project Site restored to its original condition 
• Decommissioning costs will be fully funded at start of construction and include:

• Removal of all solar panels, racking, foundations, electrical equipment and 
connections, utility poles, vaults, security barriers, and fencing;

• Proper disposal of all solid waste from the site in accordance with Local, State, and 
Federal waste disposal regulations; and 

• Restoration of the site including stabilization and re-vegetation as necessary to 
minimize chance of erosion.

Decommissioning
Ensuring Removal and Restoration of the Site



Project Supports Environment and Community
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• Community Benefits:
o Increased taxes (actual annual tax payment to be determined with assessor)
o Additional annual community benefit payment: $4,200 per MW of AC solar capacity 

(minus yearly paid taxes) escalating 2% annually.
o 20 MW AC total annual Tax and Community benefits = $84,000 first year.
o $4.2 million in new revenue to the Town over project life, without any offsetting costs.
o $800/MW ($16,000) per year for the KVCC solar technician program scholarships and 

support. 
o Walden will commit to two school field trips per year to educate young students about 

the scientific and engineering principles behind solar generation.

• Environmental Benefits:
• This project will help Maine meet its clean energy objectives.
• Reduce as much CO2 as removing 3,408 cars from the road, the equivalent of the 

CO2 sequestered by 20,603 acres of forest.
• Power 1,820 Maine homes with clean, renewable energy.

• Clean, Stably Priced Renewable Energy

Tangible Benefits



A Low Impact Project to Benefit Leeds and Maine
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• A clean solar project sited to avoid all significant environment impacts
• Low noise, no adverse environmental or scenic resource impacts
• New stable tax revenue for the Town, without added cost
• Scholarship and educational opportunity investments
• At least 20 MW of clean energy going directly to Maine ratepayers
• Fully funded decommissioning plan from the start of construction
• Significant environmental benefits to the community and the State
• Maine has specifically passed laws that are intended to spur the 

development of projects of this type, that provide benefits to Maine 
residents, municipalities and businesses

Summary



Public Participation in the Permitting Process
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• Applicants for a Site Location of Development Act permit are required to 
engage the public during the permitting process

• The public can provide input to the MDEP on proposed projects through 
a formal comment process

• Comments for the Leeds Solar project can be sent to MDEP, Central 
Maine Regional Office: Project Manager Jami MacNeil

• Additional information on the comment process is available at: 
https://www.maine.gov/dep/publications/is-public.html

Public Input

https://www.maine.gov/dep/publications/is-public.html


Jack Kenworthy
Walden Renewables
(484) 467-5315
jack.kenworthy@waldenrenewables.com
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Contact

Paul Williamson
Walden Renewables 
(207) 242-3521
Paul.williamson@waldenrenewables.com

David Brenneman
Flycatcher LLC
(207) 751-3053
dave@flycatcherllc.com

Rich Jordan
Flycatcher LLC
(207) 217-0959
rich@flycatcherllc.com
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